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Field Testing 
 
By participating in the Smarter Balanced Field Test, students, teachers, and 
administrators will receive valuable exposure to and experience with the 
California’s future assessment system. Students will gain hands-on experience 
with the functionality of innovative technology-enhanced items and newly 
designed performance tasks with related classroom activities. Teachers and 
administrators will gain valuable experience with administration logistics, which 
will help them prepare for a smooth and successful participation in the 
operational assessments, which will begin in the 2014–15 school year. Roseville 
Joint Union High School District will benefit from learning where their technology 
gaps may be, enabling them to fully prepare for the operational assessments. 
California will benefit by having the diversity of its student population included in 
the analysis of test and item quality and development of achievement level 
scores and descriptors. 
 
“Smarter Balanced” States Testing Dates 
 
The field test will be conducted across Smarter Balanced member states 
between March 18 and June 6, 2014. As during the spring 2013 Pilot Test, 
schools may be asked to assess students within a shorter window within this 
date range. Additional information regarding the field testing window will be 
provided as it becomes available. 
 
Participation 

Students across Smarter Balanced member states will be selected to participate 
in the scientific sample of the field test. Participation is defined as taking either 
the mathematics or the English–language arts (ELA) field test. California 
students will make up approximately 36 percent of the overall scientific sample. 
The California Department of Education (CDE), along with its contractor, 
Educational Testing Service (ETS), will select a scientific sample of 
approximately 681,000 students from California in grades three through eleven to 
participate in the Smarter Balanced field test. In addition to the scientific 
sample, all California districts will be required to participate in the field test.  

Early Assessment Program 

Grade eleven students beyond the scientific sample will be encouraged to take 
the field test, but those who volunteer to take the CSTs for Early Assessment 
Program purposes will be allowed to do so. 

California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 

The only students who will not be sampled for the field test are those who take 
the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). The criteria for 



student eligibility to take the CAPA are available on the CDE STAR Program 
Web page. 

Computer Based Test and Performance Task 

The field test will engage students in a computer-based component and 
performance task component. Item types will include those that will be found on 
the operational assessments beginning in the 2014-15 school year: multiple-
choice, matching, fill-in tables, drag and drop, graphing, short text, long essay. 
Each field test will include a performance task.  Each eligible grade level within a 
school will be assigned to field-test either ELA or mathematics. 

Computer Adaptive Test 

The field test will give students an experience similar to that of the operational 
test in that each student will take a performance task component and a 
component designed to test new items for the adaptive test. During the field test, 
students will encounter the same mix of content, item types, and cognitive 
complexity that will be present on the 2015 operational test. 

Test results and measurements 

A field test is not designed to be a valid and reliable measure of student 
achievement; rather, it is designed to help the test developers evaluate whether 
the tests, individual items, and the technology platform work as intended before 
the first operational administration.  As a result, neither a state nor its districts are 
required to report field-test results—either individual student results to parents 
and teachers or on State or local ESEA report cards. In addition, AB 484 
specifically prohibits the production of individual student scores from the field test 
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unless they are determined to be valid and reliable. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


